
      

  Lent Devotional                                                                             

                      Week 7 

Wednesday, April 8 

through Sunday, April 12 
 

 

Wednesday, April 8 

The Kingdom of Heaven 

 
For the Kingdom of God is not just a lot of talk; it is living by God’s power. Which do you 

choose? 1 Corinthians 4:20 

 

I remember first hearing about Jesus and Santa Clause at about the same time in my childhood. If 

you wanted presents you needed to believe in Santa Clause, and if you wanted to go to heaven 

when you died, you needed to believe in Jesus. I later learned that Santa Clause was a fake, but 

Jesus remained a mystery. Then it appeared that if you had punched the Jesus card and went to 

church now and then throughout the year, you would be good to go when you died. So why not 

cover your basis and try to believe in Jesus just in case it was true. Then you could muddle 

through life the best you could, waiting to die, and when you finally did, everything would be 

“heavenly.” 

 

It was decades later before I finally began to understand what it meant to really follow Jesus, and 

what it cost our Lord for me to have that opportunity, and what it would cost me to grab hold of 

it. 

 

“Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those 

who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. Matthew 7:21 

 

So of course the next question is, what is God’s will? I know it isn’t my will. That is what it 

means to follow Jesus - to give my life completely to Him, and be all about His will and not 

mine. It was how we were designed to live, and it is what saved my life and made it worth living. 

It is a choice, but accepting it is still a free gift of grace: 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in 



Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

 

So the Kingdom of Heaven isn’t something that we will finally achieve after we die, and in the 

meantime we just do our best to be good.  If we have accepted Christ as our Lord and Savior, it 

is within us, now, and all around us, now, if we have eyes to see and ears to hear. 

 

“Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, 

“The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, nor will people say, 

‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst.” Luke 17:20-21 

 

If you are a Jesus follower, we are part of something so much bigger than ourselves. We are a 

part of a spreading infiltration into this world and we are already a part of the Kingdom of God. 

And there is so much to do while we are here on this earth. Let’s make use of the time and gifts 

and the choices with which the Lord has blessed us. What you do matters and God can and will 

use you to make a difference in this life. 

 

If you are not a follower of Jesus, come join us! Pray this prayer today and step into the 

Kingdom of Heaven. 

 

Prayer - Father, I see that living for myself and my will isn’t working. I have made a mess of 

many parts of my life. I have sinned against you and failed to be worthy of your love, and 

forgiveness. I have failed people in my life and have sometimes felt beyond forgiveness. Jesus, I 

need you in my life. I want to give my life completely to you. I understand that you came to this 

earth to rescue us - to rescue me! You paid the penalty for my sins by dying on the cross so that I 

can be restored to a personal relationship with the God who loves me more than I can imagine. I 

ask for and receive forgiveness for my sins and receive you as my Savior and Lord. Come reign 

in my heart, fill me with your love and your life, and help me to love others with the same love 

that you have freely given me. Please restore me, live in me, and through me. Amen 

 

 

Thursday, April 9 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Today is Maundy Thursday in the days leading up to Easter. Maundy is derived from the Latin 

word mandatum or mandate. It references John 13:34 where Jesus gave his final mandate or 

commandment to his disciples. Like he was saying to them, “If you forget everything else, just 

remember this and you will be okay:” 

 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another.” John 13:34 

 

Jesus was about to set the bar for how much He loved them and how much He loves us beyond 

what anyone could imagine. A lot of drama happened on this day. 



 

Jesus celebrated the Passover Feast in the “upper room” with his disciples. The Passover Feast 

was about remembering when the Lord rescued His people from bondage by sending ten plagues 

to persuade Pharaoh to let the people go. With the final plague, God promised to strike dead 

every firstborn child in Egypt. To spare His people, each Hebrew family was to take a Passover 

lamb, slaughter it, and place some of the blood on the door frames of their homes. When the 

destroyer passed over Egypt, He would not enter the homes covered by the blood of the Passover 

lamb.  The destroyer would “Pass Over” them. 

 

Jesus was about to change the story forever by becoming the Passover Lamb for us all, and He 

totally changed the meaning of the Passover meal which we now call communion. 

 

"And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you."  Luke 22:19-20 

 

It was a rather bold, incredulous, and astonishing thing to say if Jesus wasn’t really who He said 

He was. 

 

Another big object lesson that Jesus gave to His disciples on that day was to show them the 

servant-leader example by washing their feet. This was an incredible act of humility and a 

reversal of normal roles. It stunned the disciples. Jesus demonstrated how we are to love one 

another through sacrificial humble service. 

 

"Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God 

and was returning to God;  so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped 

a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his 

disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him." John13:3-5 

 

And finally, it was the night that Jesus was betrayed by Judas. 

 

"While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd 

armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the 

betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.”  Going at 

once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him." Matthew 26:47-49 

 

Prayer – Father, we have been reflecting on the stories of imperfect people, the emotions that try 

to claim our hearts, your parables, commandments, and examples that you have given us in your 

Word. This all leads up to really trying to grasp the most amazing, world changing event that 

ever happened in human history.  And we are blessed to read about the eye witness accounts of 

how it all went down. So today, on the day known as Maundy Thursday, let us remember the 

commands and examples that Jesus gave His disciples at the Last Supper: to love with humility 

by serving one another and to remember His sacrifice for us. We wouldn’t be here without it. 

Amen 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Friday April 10  

Good Friday 
 

Today is Good Friday in the Christian Calendar. That name always puzzled me. It is the day that 

Jesus was crucified. I don’t know if Jesus would have called it a ‘good day.’ There are those who 

say that the name Good Friday evolved from Holly Friday or God Friday. Whatever the 

background, this is the day to reflect on all that happened leading up to Easter. Good Friday is 

certainly good for us because it led to the Resurrection of Jesus and his victory over sin and 

death. But first, let’s pause and think about how it was for Jesus, and those who actually 

experienced and recorded Christ’s death on the cross. It was not a good day! 

 

"The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and called together the 

whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of 

thorns and set it on him. And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and 

again they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid 

homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  

 

They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). Then 

they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And they crucified him. Dividing 

up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 

 

It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The written notice of the charge against him 

read: The King of the Jews. 

 

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And at three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”) 

 

When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 

“Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

 

The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood 

there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!”  Mark 

15:22-39 

 

Talk about pain and humiliation! It is hard to think about the emotional abuse and the ‘off the 

charts’ pain of hanging on a cross by nails driven through your hands. All of this done to 

someone who lived a sinless life, showed unconditional love, performed miracles of healing, and 

who gave life and hope to all who knew him. This was God coming to earth and living among 

people as a man, experiencing the same emotions, temptations, and physical pain and limitations 



that we have. And the peoples' response- the people who God loves - was to kill him in the most 

agonizing way. 

 

What touches my heart the most was amidst all this pain, Jesus felt the total separation from God 

when he said, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me!"  (Matthew 27:46) Jesus knew 

what it felt like to be totally abandoned and alone in the most horrible way. And He did this out 

of love for us, so that we never have to feel totally abandoned and alone. And He did this for the 

people who said "Crucify him, Crucify him", and he did this for Peter who denied him and 

abandoned him in the end, and he did this for us, "while we were still sinners, Christ died for us", 

(Romans 5:8) 

 

Prayer – Father, we reflect today on what it cost you to redeem us. It was the greatest act of love 

the world has ever seen. That you would go through that for us is truly amazing grace. While we 

were still sinners in the terrible messes that we made for ourselves, while we had doubts and 

fears and lacked any hope, Jesus died the agonizing death on the cross as the final and ultimate 

redemption. All we have to do is reach out to you in faith and you will sweep us up into your 

love where we never have to be abandoned or alone again. Thank you seems so inadequate for 

this gift, but there is no way to earn it or be worthy of it. We just fall at your feet in worship and 

give our lives to you. Whatever the next step in front of us, we say Yes! to you, because that is 

where we find our life, meaning, and joy. Amen 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday, April 11 

Perfect Faith 

 
"A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can 

make me clean.” 

Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be 

clean!” Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed." Mark 1:40-41 

 

In this recorded account from the Gospel of Mark, a man with leprosy, who was a social outcast 

because of that disease, dared to come to Jesus and ask for healing. It is a beautiful example of 

faith. The man totally believed that Jesus could heal him, but then put the outcome in Jesus’ 

hands as to whether He was willing. Jesus was indignant with the situation, perhaps that the man 

was outcast and that Jesus might not be willing. Jesus said, “I am willing, be clean!” He not only 

cured the man but went against the protocol of the day and touched the man – a known leper, 

making himself ceremonially unclean. 

 

Jesus started breaking the expected protocol and religious ways of the time with almost 

everything He did and said. It got Him into a lot of trouble! Most people, even His own disciples, 

did not understand who Jesus really was. He was claiming to be God, and it shattered their 

preconceived ideas of who and what God should be like. 

 

We should pause and think about our own preconceived ideas of who God is and what He is like. 



Many have walked away from a version of God that never existed. That is good. Come follow 

Jesus and learn what God is really like. 

 

“Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” John 14:8-9 

 

Jesus had no problem touching a social outcast, breaking bread with sinners, talking to people 

who He “shouldn’t” talk with, washing the feet of His disciples, and disregarding the religion of 

the day that had taken the place of God in people's lives. 

 

The man who was now cured of leprosy went away to begin a whole new life, no longer an 

outcast. And we can do that too after accepting by faith that God is willing to make us clean 

through Jesus’ death and resurrection on our behalf. That is what the Kingdom of God is about. 

It is about having a whole new way to live right now. The Kingdom of God is within you and all 

around you.   Look carefully, listen closely, and you will see. 

 

Prayer – Father, we come to you with faith that you can “make us clean” through Jesus who took 

the penalty for our sins. Thank you that you are willing to do that for us. We are no longer an 

outcast from your presence because of our sins. Thank you for the amazing love, that while we 

were still sinners you came at just the right time and died for us. So now we can rejoice in our 

wonderful new relationship with God because we have received reconciliation through Christ. 

Amen 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday, April 12 

EASTER!!!! 

 
Today is Easter Sunday. We made it! A time to truly celebrate. Let’s read about what that 

morning was like when Mary discovered the Empty Tomb. 

 

“On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 

prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,  but when they 

entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their fright the 

women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 

for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while 

he was still with you in Galilee:  ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, 

be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”  Then they remembered his words. 

 

 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 

others.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them 

who told this to the apostles.  But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to 

them like nonsense.  Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips 

of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.” Luke 

24:1-12 



 

Overnight, the followers of Jesus went from the depths of despair to guarded hope, and then to 

incredible joy. Where are you on this scale? Peter had gone through the emotions of denying his 

best friend and the teacher he loved. He had seen Jesus die and all hope had died within him as 

well. Peter was in the depths of pain, despair, fear, and hopelessness. The disciples were in 

hiding since they could be facing the same fate of Jesus if they were recognized. 

 

Then Mary came to them early on Sunday morning and said, “He is Risen!” They had a glimmer 

of hope. Peter ran and saw the empty tomb. He went away “wondering” with cautious hope. 

Later Jesus appeared in person to Peter and even cooked breakfast for him on the beach. That 

cautious hope turned to total joy. The disciples wrote down and documented their actual 

experiences of Jesus life, death, and resurrection in what we call the Gospels of the New 

Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. They did this so that we might have joy as well. 

How might Peter have described that feeling of total despair changed to joy? Perhaps the same 

way we can describe it today:  I was lost, but now am found. I was guilty, but now I am forgiven, 

I was condemned but now I have been set free, I face death, but now I have hope through the 

victory of Jesus. He is Risen! 

 

Prayer – Father it is Easter! The day that we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Because he was a 

sacrifice for our sins, we can be forgiven and restored in fellowship with you. It was what we 

were created for. We were lost, and now we are found. We have died to sin and are alive in 

Christ. We can start living a new life in your kingdom, through your strength, love, and grace 

right now today. You accomplished the most amazing act of love the world has ever seen, and 

You did this for us. You did this for me. May we throw ourselves at your feet in worship, in love, 

and in joy!  Jesus Christ has risen and we have new Hope and Joy in Him.  Amen 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 


