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                      Week 6 

Wednesday, April 1 through           

Tuesday, April 7 
 

 

 

Wednesday, April 1 

Do You Love Cats? 

 
Our study today will be from Genesis chapter 1 from the Street Bible. 

"First off, nothing but God, no light, no time, no substance, no matter. Second off, God’s is the 

word and whap! Stuff everywhere. The cosmos in chaos, no shape, no form, no function just 

darkness total and floating above it all, God’s Holy Spirit ready to play. Day one. Then God’s 

voice booms out, “lights!” And from nowhere light floods the skies and night is swept off the 

scene. God gives it the big thumbs-up but calls it day. Day two." 

April fool everyone!!!  There is no Street Bible as a legitimate translation.  Just a spoof on all the 

many translations out there.  Yes, Jesus followers can have fun!  But we want to avoid being 

fools. Proverbs, which is a wonderful book of pure, unfiltered wisdom, gives a lot of warnings 

about being a fool. Here are just a few: 

 

“Fools have no interest in understanding; they only want to air their own opinions. Doing wrong 

leads to disgrace, and scandalous behavior brings contempt”. Proverbs 18:2-3  

 

“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.” 

Proverbs 12:15.  

 

“Spouting off before listening to the facts is both shameful and foolish.” Proverbs 18:13  
 

“There is more hope for a fool than for someone who speaks without thinking.” Proverbs 29:20 

“Those who trust in themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe.” Proverbs 

28:26 



 

“Fools vent their anger, but the wise quietly hold it back.” Proverbs 29:11 

What do all these verses have in common that leads to being foolish? It is believing and trusting 

only in ourselves, seeing things only from our own perspective, being quick to speak our own 

opinions and slow to listen to others. 

On the flip side, how do we avoid being a fool? We follow the example of Jesus and first and 

foremost, we love and respect other people as God has loved us. We do nothing out of selfish 

ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility we value others above ourselves, not looking only 

to our own interests but to the interests of others. (Philippians 2:3-4.) We are slow to speak, 

quick to listen, and slow to become angry. (James 1:19) 

We strive to be one in spirit and of one mind. Just before Jesus was arrested, He prayed for his 

disciples and then for all believers as described in the Gospel of John. This is Jesus praying for 

us. Praying for you! Let’s pay attention! 

"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory 

that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they 

may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 

them even as you have loved me." John 17:20-23 

So let’s not be fools and argue, or be divided over our differences, but let's embrace our diversity 

and strive for unity. 

Prayer – Father, we are a group of very diverse and different people, and you love each and 

every one of us for who you created us to be. You designed us as unique creations, your 

masterpieces, such that of all the billions of people here on earth, there is no one who is exactly 

like us. We will disagree with each other, see things differently, and have ideas that may be in 

conflict. But let us fulfill your prayer that in You we may be one. We are different parts of the 

body – the body of Christ. And in that body we have different functions such that each of us has 

an important role. Help us to use the gifts we have been given, our unique personalities, and the 

stations in life that we occupy, to do the mission you have given to us and further that unity in 

Christ. Amen 

 

 

Thursday, April 2 

An Experiment 

 
"I said to myself, “Come on, let’s try pleasure. Let’s look for the ‘good things’ in life.” But I 

found that this, too, was meaningless. So I said, “Laughter is silly. What good does it do to seek 

pleasure?” After much thought, I decided to cheer myself with wine. And while still seeking 



wisdom, I clutched at foolishness. In this way, I tried to experience the only happiness most 

people find during their brief life in this world." Ecclesiastes 2:2-3 

 

This was written by King Solomon like three thousand years ago. The most prosperous king 

ever, who had more money and more resources than we will ever have, and had done everything 

that it was possible to do. He tried an experiment to look for pleasure and happiness in every 

conceivable way. And he discovered that all this pleasure by itself was empty and meaningless.  

 

We sometimes think that if only we could have this, or achieve that, then life would have 

meaning and be fulfilling. But it is all an illusion. 'Chasing after the wind' is what Solomon 

called it. 

 

Jesus tells us that the way we find happiness and meaning in our lives is in giving our lives away 

in love and in service to others. 

 

"For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find 

it." Matthew 16:25 

 

When Jesus was walking with His Disciples one day, they started arguing about how they could 

be great. They still had a worldly view of what greatness should look like, and that hasn’t 

changed much in over 2000 years! 

 

"Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. 

Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to 

be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 

to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:42-45 

 

Does this really work? Let’s try our own experiment. For the rest of the week, or even just a day, 

try having a servant attitude towards your spouse, colleagues, friends, parents, siblings, 

supervisor, employees, and anyone we can lend a helping hand to – and see what happens with 

our outlook on life, our world view, and our feelings of satisfaction and fulfillment. If Jesus was 

right, we may encounter some profound results and a new intentionality in our days, and we will 

be following in the path of our Savior, which is the best way to know and become like Him. 

 

Prayer- Father, you have brought such a change in perspective to the world, and people are still 

missing it so often in our modern age. You gave us the ultimate example of serving and giving 

your life as a ransom for us. Thank you for that gift. We want to follow your example and learn 

how to really serve others with a sincere heart filled with the love that we get from you.  Amen 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday April 3 

Paul – Saul of Tarsus  Part 1 

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love 

does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always 

hopes, always perseveres." 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Just before Jesus was crucified, He gave His disciples some final instructions and a new 

command. Instead of the 613 laws from the Jewish faith that no one could keep straight, much 

less obey perfectly, Jesus simply told them this: A new command I give you: Love one another. 

As I have loved you, so you must love one another. John 13:34 

 

The disciples knew about loving others, but they were about to see how high a standard of love 

that Jesus would model. Years later Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthians expanding on what this 

sort of love might look like: 1 Corinthians 13, known as ‘the love chapter, often quoted at 

weddings.  This is the Paul who used to be known as Saul of Tarsus, who hated those who 

followed Jesus, and persecuted and killed them without mercy in the name of God. One day he 

came face to face with the resurrected Jesus. 

 

"Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 

went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 

found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem.  As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?” 

 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.  “Now get up and go into the city, and you 

will be told what you must do.” 

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone.  Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they 

led him by the hand into Damascus.  For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 

anything. Acts 9:1-9 

 

Imagine the fear and anxiety Paul (Saul) would have had. All that hate and violence directed at 

those who Christ loved and who He died for. God could destroy him in a flash. But Jesus loved 

Paul and had died for him as well. The Lord had plans for Paul when all that passion and zeal 

was re-directed. Paul was restored both in his physical sight and spiritual sight. Paul was 

forgiven, redeemed and given a special mission. Later Paul wrote about this in a letter to his 

companion, Timothy. 

 

"I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, 



appointing me to his service.  Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a 

violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  The grace of our 

Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners—of whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in 

me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for 

those who would believe in him and receive eternal life.  Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.   1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Prayer - Father, we are blessed to read these accounts from those who recorded the most 

important events in human history.  These were ordinary people who had doubts, unbelief, and 

great sins against you.  Even when they didn't believe in you, and rejected you, and crucified the 

Lord who loved them most, you still gave your life in painful agony on the cross as a sacrifice 

for us all so that we may be forgiven and restored in relationship with you.   Thank you for your 

immense patience with us such that we are now offered a new life by faith, through your grace 

and love, to receive eternal life with you.  Help us to grasp just a little of that amazing love and 

to reflect it with joy to all those around us who you love.  Amen 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Saturday, April 4 

Paul – Saul of Tarsus  Part 2 

 
Yesterday we read about how Paul, previously known as Saul of Tarsus, tried to crush the “Jesus 

movement” known back then as “The Way” and the followers of Jesus. After his conversion 

experience on the road to Damascus, Saul’s name was changed to Paul – just to keep us on our 

toes. 

 

Paul then went on to be the most zealous and passionate follower of Jesus, travelling far and 

wide to spread the message of new life, grace, forgiveness, and love. Because of his past, Paul 

could really talk about amazing grace first hand. Those who have been forgiven much, have 

much love. Luke 7:42,47 

 

Paul also did not have an easy life: 

 

“I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and 

been exposed to death again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes 

minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was 

shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move. I 

have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in 

danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in 

danger from false believers. I have labored and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have 

known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides 

everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.” 2 Corinthians 

11:23-28 



 

Many times Paul could have felt abandoned by God. But instead he used these as opportunities 

to be closer to Christ. In the midst of these trials, he would have never known that the example of 

his faith, and the letters that he wrote in prison, would change the world and be read throughout 

the centuries as a large portion of the New Testament. Remember, the choices we make in life 

matter. 

 

“But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I 

consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found 

in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 

faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know 

Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.” Philippians 

3:7-10 

 

When things are going well for us, we often say that God is really blessing us. When things are 

not going well, we might feel that God has abandoned us. Either way we stand at a crossroad and 

must consider our direction. In good times it is easy to drift away from God and feel like we are 

in control and don’t need God.  In bad times, we cry out to the Lord and seek him more, but there 

is also the danger of losing faith and walking away. Paul had experienced both extremes and 

knew how to keep centered on Christ no matter the circumstances. 

 

…… “for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in 

need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this 

through him who gives me strength.” Philippians 4:11-13 

 

Prayer – Father, we can drift away from you when things are going well or when things are 

really hard. We can get distracted by worldly things, and then also feel so discouraged when life 

is hard. We want to stay focused on following Jesus through good times and bad. Using the good 

times to share in the gifts you have given us. Knowing that the hardships can be a hidden gift 

where we walk through the fires and change for the better, and draw closer to you. Help us to 

have that peace in you that surpasses all understanding. Whether we are living in plenty or want, 

we can do all this through Him who gives us strength.  Amen 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sunday, April 5 

Palm Sunday 

 
Today is Palm Sunday, the day Jesus returned to Jerusalem. He entered the city in great 

ceremony and triumph, and then days later would be accused, arrested, beaten, mocked, 

disgraced, and crucified. 

 

“They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very 

large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread 



them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” Matthew 21:7-11 

 

The crowds cheered for Jesus and had great expectations for him. They thought he would be 

their new king and save them from the oppression of the Romans. And Jesus was coming to save 

them, but not in the way they thought it was going to happen. 

 

And that describes many episodes of my life. Things are not going well and I cry out to the Lord. 

I have great expectation that He will save me from the horrible trial that I am going through. And 

He does save me, but most often not in the way that I am expecting. Often I have to go through a 

lot of pain that requires some ‘attitude of heart’ surgery. An internal restructuring that was not 

what I had in mind, but when I get to the other side I could look back with gratitude and 

thanksgiving. Jesus was facing a horrible trial that He did not want to face, but he went through it 

for us. He knows suffering and was willing to experience it so that we never have to suffer alone. 

Our Savior truly understands, and there is hope because of His love. 

 

Prayer – Father, so many times we find ourselves in trials or situations that we don’t understand 

and we plead with you for instant relief or a particular change of circumstances. Sometimes that 

prayer isn’t answered the way we expect, but instead you walk with us through a process that 

creates refinement in our hearts and a closer dependence on you. In the end we may look back 

with gratitude, but for those of us walking right now in the depths of pain and despair, help us to 

see your hand holding us up even in our darkest hours, and know that you will bring us to the 

light on the other side.  Amen 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Monday April 6 

Paul Unveils the Law – Part 1 

 
• In Arizona it is illegal for donkeys to sleep in bathtubs 

• In Alabama it is illegal to wear a fake mustache that causes laughter in church. 

• In Missouri it is illegal to drive with an uncaged bear. 

• In Nevada it is illegal to drive a camel on the highway. 

• In New Jersey it is against the law for a man to knit during the fishing season. 

 

These old and outdated laws seem ridiculous to us now. Likely there was some logical reason 

behind them when they were created to try to keep people safe, orderly, and protected. Over 

time, the interpretations of them and their usefulness were lost, and may now even be opposite to 

their original intention. 

 

The same thing happened in Jesus’ time when the Pharisees – the religious leaders of that era, 

tried to enforce the laws and traditions passed down from generations. Jesus had a discussion 

with them about this in Matthew 15:1-9. 



 

“Some Pharisees and teachers of religious law now arrived from Jerusalem to see Jesus. They 

asked him, “Why do your disciples disobey our age-old tradition? For they ignore our tradition 

of ceremonial hand washing before they eat.” 

Jesus replied, “And why do you, by your traditions, violate the direct commandments of God? 

For instance, God says, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and ‘Anyone who speaks 

disrespectfully of father or mother must be put to death.’ But you say it is all right for people to 

say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I have vowed to give to God what I would have 

given to you.’ In this way, you say they don’t need to honor their parents. And so you cancel the 

word of God for the sake of your own tradition. You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he 

prophesied about you, for he wrote, 

 

‘These people honor me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me. 

Their worship is a farce, 

for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.” 

 

Paul writes a lot about how in Christ we are free from the law. But that doesn’t mean we can just 

do anything we want and then ask God to forgive us. Paul explains in Romans 7:5-7 

 

“When we were controlled by our old nature, sinful desires were at work within us, and the law 

aroused these evil desires that produced a harvest of sinful deeds, resulting in death. But now we 

have been released from the law, for we died to it and are no longer captive to its power. Now 

we can serve God, not in the old way of obeying the letter of the law, but in the new way of living 

in the Spirit.” 

 

So what does it mean to live in the Spirit? It is like seeing the reason behind the law. Like 

understanding that driving your camel down the highway in Nevada could be dangerous to other 

people. If we love and care enough about people to do things that are not hurtful or harmful, but 

instead are respectful, helpful, encouraging, and loving to them, we would be obeying the spirit 

of the law. Then we don’t need to be worrying about whether a donkey should be in the bathtub, 

how a fake mustache would affect a church service, whether or not we should drive around with 

a bear, or knit during fishing season. 

 

Jesus made it really simple for us. Rather than have doctrinal wars about the exact meanings and 

interpretations of certain phrases, thoughts, ideas, and rules, we can just follow Jesus’ final 

command to love one another as God has loved us. Paul explains the spirit of the law like this: 

 

“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your 

freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. For 

the whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Galatians 5:13-14 

 

Prayer – Father, we are so aware that we fall short of the perfection and holiness that we would 

have had to attain if not for the redemption we have in Jesus. We are no longer condemned by 



the law. Now that we are free in Christ, help us in our decisions to know what love would require 

of us. Amen 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Tuesday April 7 

Paul Unveils the Law – Part 2 
 

“Then he would give the people whatever instructions the Lord had given him, and the people of 

Israel would see the radiant glow of his face. So he would put the veil over his face until he 

returned to speak with the Lord.” Exodus 34:34 

 

This verse is talking about Moses, the one chosen by God to lead His people to the Promised 

Land. The one to whom God gave the 10 commandments and instructions on how to create a 

new culture after they had been slaves in Egypt for some 400 years.  

 

The people thought it too scary to hear God direct, so Moses was the spokesperson who talked 

direct to God and passed the messages on to the people. Imagine the honor of talking to God 

direct! Moses’ face would shine so brightly when he did this that he ‘freaked out’ the people, so 

he covered his face with a veil. The people got their message from God second hand and the veil 

came to symbolize the separation between man and God. 

 

This separation ended with Jesus' death on the cross. 

 

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the 

rocks split and the tombs broke open.” Matthew 27:50-51 

 

The curtain of the temple was also symbolic of this separation of man from God. God is not 

found in an earthly temple, but within us! 

 

“Do you not know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 

midst?” 1 Corinthians 3:16 

 

Maybe our faces don’t always glow, but we can now talk direct to God just like Moses did. How 

awesome is that! 

 

"But whenever anyone turns to the LORD, the veil is taken away. Now the LORD is the Spirit, 

and where the Spirit of the LORD is, there is freedom. And we all, who with unveiled faces 

contemplate the LORD's glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, 

which comes from the LORD, who is the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:14-18 

 

Prayer - Father, thank you that we can actually talk directly to you! On our own, we are not 

worthy to step into your presence. But Jesus came and tore away the separation from you 

through His death on the cross as the sacrifice to bring forgiveness for our sins. Like they never 

happened!  Through faith in Jesus we are saved, and not by any work that we have ever done or 

could ever do. This is a gift of amazing love and grace from you to us that is beyond our 

comprehension. We want to rejoice and give thanks to you this Easter season.  Amen 


